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COMMENTS OF SBC COMMUNICATIONS INC.

SBC Communications Inc. (collectively referenced as "SBC"), on behalf of itself

and its subsidiaries, generally supports the Thousands Block Pooling Administrator

Technical Requirements (Requirements) proposed by the North American Numbering

Council (NANC). However, the Commission should emphasize that the Pooling

Administrator must initiate national number pooling by a date certain. Moreover,

although these requirements do not include any statement as to the length of the FCC's

proposed contract with the Pooling Administrator, SBC cautions that it makes little sense

to tie the term ofthe Pooling Administrator's contract to the term of the North American

Numbering Plan Administrator's agreement. If the Commission wishes to get the best

qualified administrator for this purpose, it must make this venture attractive to potential

candidates by increasing the length of the agreement.

Section 2.10.5, Start of Implementation Schedule, states that it is "expected" that

the rollout of national thousand block pooling will begin "mid-2001." Carriers are

already expending significant resources, both in personnel and monies, in order to

prepare for national thousand block pooling. Cost recovery for this activity remains

undefined, with the exception of the Commission's assurance that costs attributable to

national pooling will be subject to a federal cost recovery mechanism. A vague half-
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hearted "commitment" to initiate national pooling by the middle of next year does not

provide the certainty necessary for an endeavor of this magnitude. SBC urges the

Commission to specify as part of the technical standards that the pooling administrator

will commence the number pooling roll-out by August 1, 2001, or 9 months after being

selected by the Commission, whichever date is sooner. By doing so, the Commission

reinforces its announced intent to commence number pooling no later than the end ofnext

summer. Absent such specificity, the Pooling Administrator could conceivably

commence national number pooling significantly later than the Commission's intent and

the timeframe relied upon by the industry.

In addition, although the duration of the Pooling Administrator contract is not

specified in the Requirements, SBC urges the Commission to establish a term of 3-5

years. To tie the duration of this contract to the NANPA agreement is likely to discourage

qualified bidders since by the time the Pooling Administrator is selected, the NANPA

agreement will have less than a year before expiration. If the Commission wishes to

attract the best entity to perform this function, the duration of the Pooling Administrator

contract must be of sufficient length so as to induce a qualified provider to spend the

required resources.

The inclusion of these two terms would further the Commission's goal of an

expeditious and efficient roll-out of national number pooling.
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Respectfully Submitted,

SBC COMMUNICATIONS INc.

B~~4uit
Hope Thurrott
Roger K. Toppins
Paul Mancini

1401 I Street NW 11 th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005
202-326-8891

Its Attorneys
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